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Satire’s my weapun; but I'm too discreet, 

Zo run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

T only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoces, skarpers, and directors.— Pore. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
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*yam the Black Dwarf in London, to the. Yellow 
Bouze at Japan. 


ee 


BRITAIN IN AN UPROAR—THE CHANCELLGR SWIMMING 
IN HIS GOWN TEARS-——THE PREMIER ABOUT TO MARRY, 
AND MIND HIS OWN BUSINESS-——-AND THE GREAT MAN 
DEAD:——WITH HINTS TO SUPPLY THEIR PLACES MUCH 
CHEAPER, AND QUITE AS WELL. 


Wert thou here, my — and with thee, my old 
nequaintances, the Magi of Java, you would all agree 
ihat the government of this country was falling to pieces; 
and that in a very short period, the whole edifice would 
crumble into dust. When you looked at the things 
upon which it she you W ould not give them credit for 
ability to balance a straw! How would you stare, then, 
to find them w it! } an empire upon their shoulders ! The 
qualifications supposed to be requisite in the government 
of nations, are invincible firmness, the bol: dest decision, 
and the promptest determination! What would ye think, 
then, of a Foreign Secretary weak, or mad, or wicked 


enough to cut his own throat; a Lord Chancellor whe 
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cries and anivels through the routine of his office, doubé- 
ang Whether he ever made a correct decision in his life ; 
and a Prime Minister, at fifty-four, preparing for the 
domestic coraforts of a second marriage, with an amiable 
lady of forty-two, instead of devoting himself to the ex- 
se vil of the country from unprecedented embarrass~ 
ments! Heaven heip the people, say J, where such men 
rule; or if the especial interference of Providence, ia 
such a case, would be too much to expect in behalf of a 
people who will be so ruled, may the people soon begin 
to endeavour to help themselves! Poor Lord Castlereagh ! 
Me willbe nofurther hindrance to popular exertion; and 
Lord Liverpool’s new bride-elect may probably find Lim 
ample employment at home, in the illustrat‘on of his fa-~ 
vorite doctrine of the curses of abundance! ‘The poor 
Chancellor, if Lfeaven does not shortly take him to its 
rest, s2ems likely to commit an odd sort of suicide by 
drowning hinself in his own tears! On the 20th inst. 
the following very affecting scene took place in Westmin- 
ster Hall: the Lord Chancellor, who has cause enough for 
weeping, played the principal character ; and Mr. Attorney 
General, whe. would have no objection to weep. as much, 
at the same price for his “ briny tears,” performed the 
second with the greatest effect, doubtless in the hope, 
and with the prospect, of soon being exalted into the lead- 
mg sock! After his attendance on the fuaeral of his late 
astimable colleague, and after hearing the horwling re- 
_gquiem chaunted | by public indignation over his grave, the 
gool Chancellor took his seat in Westminster Fall to dispose 
of the Chancery lottery tickets, in his usual tardy manner. 
Sut a sudden gloom cameover him. The prospect of be- 
ing ** shoved off the stage” before the mzd/iom was com- 
pleted—the probability “of being “ turned out of office,” 
while he was preparing to walk decently from his situa- 
tion, make. his bow in form, and retire—was too much 
for his nerves. And then, too, the public might howd at 
bim, if they saw him walk out after his little green bag, 
to return no more— 
‘To doubt, and doubt, and doubt, and doubt again!” 


it was a scene too affecting to contemplate. The 
thou ight of bidding an eternal adieu “ to briefs, and bar-. 
* sisters, and fees,” quile overcame him. ~ But the in. 
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iruding unwelcome ideas would not be dismissed ; so he 
thought it was better to walk home with them himself ; 
and he burst out in the following pathetic manner :-—“ I 
“< will take the affidavitshome with me, and read them. 
*° Fegunot sit here after to-day! (Pray Heaven he may 
©’ not prove a true prophet !)—Atler ten months’ severe 
“¢ and zncessant labour, { am quite exhausted, and un- 
“ able to go on with business ' (He does not complain 
“ of his wages) without.some respite. Had this not 
“ been the long vacation, I should require an interval of 
“a week to recruit myself, and then I would return to 
“ Court. (You negd not hurry for that, good my lord !) 
“ but as it is, my faculties are too much harrassed to 
“ proceed any further without some intermession :—and 
“© Jam not going to sacrifice my life for the suitors of 
“ this Court!” 

This appeal astounded the bar, who seemed quite un- 
prepared for it; but the Attorney General had his cur, 
and after a few moments’ decent pause, to let the speech 
of the Chancellor have full effect, he rejoined, that—“ it 
“* was the general wish of the bar, which they requested 
“* him to express, that his Lordship ould now close his 
** sittings. (Did they mean finally?) After his Lord- 
** ship had been so long harrassed by business, and par- 
** ticularly after the distressing duty which he had just 
“* performed, the Bar requested that he would not add 
“to his fatizue by deferring any longer to close his 
“ sittings ; (cunning fellow!) especially as a few hours 
** Jonger could not materially advance business, although 
“ they might press heavily upon his Lordship, erhausted 
‘as he must necessarily be.” 

It was a pity this fine speech was not made earlier b 
the Bar —for as it now stands, it seems the Bar had quite 
forgot that his Lordship must necessarily have been er- 
hausted ; and his Lordship would have been left by the 
Bar, and the Attorney Gencral into the bargain, to kill 
himself if he had been so inclined, without any consi- 
deration of the immense value of his life ; but his Lord- 
ship had just seen how Jdittle gratitude the public wag — 
disposed to shew in return for such sacrifices ; and 
mot wishing to have the same. funeral rites as his 
departed colleague, he preferred turning his back upon 
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the bar, to turning it upon te world:—as he plaiule 
told the bar that he would not sacrifice his life, they were 
compelled in cammon decency totellhimthat it would by 
a great pity i he should :—and having thus succeeded 
in begging a petition that he would not hurt himself. 
be “ veplied with considerable emotion, his Lordship’s 
"" @YeS SU penning in tears, | bave ever in the course of 
a Lesa professional life. cherished the warmest affection 
towards the bar; and [ receive the expression of this 


- 


. Wiel, asa proof of a-return of thai feeling o their 
. : Td ° 

“ parts, | feel it most sensibly; and shall continue te 

“* recoect it with gratitude.” Well, friend, what think- 

est thou of ihis man’s capacity for hol ling this nalion i 


inky bonds, aad+ retien parchment chains?” How 

long can he be expected lo retain his seat on the wool- 

sack to direct the “ Aeredifary aisdem” of the coun- 

iry? Flow Jone is il kely he will be able to deal out 

(ae chances it} agi equei fable blotter ay of doubts —~AL! 
; 
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Q vle convie tion for a@ solitary prize 
‘hould he remain rauch lonyer ta off ice, with his amaz- 
in sens a he may be washed offin some flood of Ars 
OWN fears; and if the bar should ‘hn equally affected, 
the di “tits my be panes lo such an extent 
0 flost him te the ** bourne from which no traveller 
returns: -——and thus, if te will no! sacrifices his life to 
the suitors in Ais court, (for since his establishment 
of a private court within the court, it is emphati. 
aliy fis) he may fall a victim to that amazing 
and of sensibil LiL Which no Lord Chancellor ever ion 
avout fis inabiily to do the busin 38, When it would bo 
so eusy to relire, by sae ritici ig his bars whieh would 


> ee ee oo aaa 
sessed before. Wemust not enquire why allthis erying 


be aecepted as a full ‘equival nt for his life? ‘fo besure. 

tne feer and ee must en be saerificed in sucha 
t ' ‘ 7 ‘ 1 . _° 2 

ASC | and = biy his Lordship would exclaim with 


. gt c © c 
Shylock, though he bas no taste for theatricals — 

* You take my life, whea you do take the means 

* Whcreor | live.” 
But thea his Lordship should remember he is not placed 
en the Chancery Benen to var Th 


is 


»! There is no clause in 
Mis commission wh ich authorises him to substitute 
toaining about the weight of business, for the due per- 


(ss = ; 
rinnanee of it: and aecryore Cranceffoy is as much out 
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f character as a swearing ' bishop. if he wishes to 


Ane 


spend the remainder of his days id weeping over the 
many doubdful decisions le las made, rec ommend 
him to some hospital for ** minds diseased ;” and a good 
collection of all the details of bis public life. He may 
then gratify his atabition by sitting for the character of 
the crying philosopher ; with this ‘difference (which will 
xreatly enhance ihe fidelity of tue portrait) that the 
lawyer will Gry for himse!f, while the philosopher wep! 
for the folliesand vices of cthers. | promise thee the earhest 
account of his reéirement, which Thope will be more de- 
coroug in the manner, than that of bis lateright hcuourable 
colleague, who has absolutely shocked all his friends by 
inabrupt departure, so licale to have been expected from 
one so well versed in the ceremonial law of courts. 

iiow can the elevation of indivi _ to the govern. 

nent of millions be accounted for, my friend when they 
are not competent to govern the elie 9 » Do the fates 
Di lay at dice for rulers. that we are thus pl vrued with a 
chance-me ley result? The following ridiculous story is 
told of the late Lord Castlereagh. It is said that a gene- 
ral order had been viven to koep eve ry instrument out 
of his way which might be used fe self-destruction, some 
days before the f: atal catast ypne took plice! This ts said 
to make out the statement of ‘his ins: nity, Which is now 
affected to have been quite notorious! However, thou 
thus known to be insane, and incompetent to take care 
of his life, he was yet supposed quite competent to gove, 
the people! We was left to attend his place in Par 
liament, on the suppusition that habit would lead hiin 
there to talk nonsense as usual. He was left to atlend 
the cabinet ‘deliberations, probably from the convic- 
ition that acknowledged insanily could not detract from 
their ordinary character. And ‘though we are told thal 
dangerous instruments were put very carefully out of 
his way, yet he was left with ‘roney in his pocket 
to buy them if he pleased. The story. tells us he did 
buy the penknife, with which he effected a revolu- 
tion in the politics of Europe! A_ gentleman who 
had never seen his late lordship before, had him pointed 
out in Cockspur Street. The gentieman was nol con- 
tented witha ‘single elance ; but followed him to obtaia 

2 ool stare, Pursuing x the steps of his lordship up St. 
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James’s Street, into Piccadilly, to his great surprize, he 
saw him bustle in among the crowd which surrounded 
the coaches at the White Horse cellar; and approach a 
Jew boy, who held in his hand a tray of cheap knives.. 
His lordship selected one witha white handle, and throwing 
down a shilling, which was the price demanded, walked 
away. The gentleman thoucht it singular so great a man ° 
should deal in so small a ware, not being awaer that his 
Jordship was not half so prodigal of his own money, as of 
the national resources. After so much curiosity on the 
part of the gentleman, one would have thought he would 
still have followed his lordship, to see what he was about 
to do with the knife; but this fe did not do; and it was 
left for the statement that the cgrotid artery was severed 
with 2 small white-handled pen-knife, to bring this 
curious account of the means by which the white-han- 
dled pen-knife was obiained, before the public. As this 
anecdote is published by his friends, I shall say 
nothing as to its veracity :—but merely ask, whether 
this picture of a statesman could justify the selec- 
tion of such a man for any rational employment, 
in the concerns of a mighty nation! What but 
national ruin can be expected to follow such choice of 
ministers? The great green monster in the park would 


-have stood as good a chance of serving the state—would 


have cust less—and could have done no mischief. If I 
were consulted, I should really say, transfer the oronze 
image to the vacant office of the foreign secretary, and 
employ the artist to cast hima set of colleagues of simi~ 
Jar materials. The only additional expence will be a 
court dress fur each; and a more splendid assortment of 
great men will be obtained than has been ever seen in 
Britain at tne council board together! Then my lord of 
Livérpool might have leisure for marriage and domestic 
joys.. Then might the Chancellor retire to weep for his 
own amusement, or for conscience~sake, at his pleasure. 

Then would the late foreign secretary cease to be regret- 
ted ; ard all his friends might tread any path that better 
pleased them to the grave, without deranging the public. 
affairs, or filling the land with mourning ! 

Thy friend and well-wisher, 
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' “TO THOMAS JONATHAN WOOLER. 


FeLLow COUNTRYMAN, 

The Central Committee of the United Radical 
Reformers of the town and county of Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, and of the counties of Northumberland and 
Durham, have viewed your conduct, while suffering in the 
holy cause of Reform, with feelings of pride and admiration 
Your persecutors have covered themselves with disgrace 
and, in exercising their malice, have acquired only 
chagrin and disappointment. They have decidedly 
failed in subduing your spirit, in paralyzing your exer- 
tions, or in extorling from you the slightest expression 
of unmanly complaint. From the walls of your dun- 
geon, your voice has loudly and incessantly resounded 
throughout the land, calling upon all good and true mea 
to be united, firm, and active. Your sublime example 
has animated every bosom; and notwithstanding all the 
rage, craft, and cruelly, displayed by the borough- 
mongers, we will never basely and timidly cease to con- 
tend for our just and inalienable rights. 

Let the grasping, mercenary Priest seek to abolish . 
free discussion by pains and penalties. In doing so he 
betrays, if not the weakness of his cause, at least his 
own insufficiency to defend it. Let the insolent place- 
man, and bloated pensioner, continue to abuse and vilify. 
the principles of reason, of justice, and Reform. Their 
meaning issunderstood; but unhappily fur them, viru- 
lence and servility will not ensure the payment of their 
enormous salaries ; or stifle the voice of complaint sow 
so are, | raised against them by a suffering pecple, 
plundered by their rapacity. Let the sneaking, merce- 
nary merchant, and the deluded priest-ridden farmer, 
continue to despise us, and to stand afar off, worshiping 
the Jaggernaut of their idolatry;—the paper fabric on 
which they depend is nodding to its fall, and their shame 
and confusion approaches fast. Let the borough monster 
threaten, or grin, or roar,—he is fast in the net he has 
spread for others; and an enlightened and prudent peo-. 
ple will soon extract his teeth and pare his claws. Yes, 
the enemies of English freedom and happiness have had 
their day—their revelry, their songs, and triumphs ara 
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past; ihe uncertainty, gloom, and terror, which now 
appear before them, are a sure and certain prelude of the 
just retribution which providence is preparing. The 
very excess of their extravagancies and oppressions has 
rendered reform inevitable ; and never a; gain will the 
juggles of factions, or the nitianiiee arts of Tories, or of 
Whigs, impose upon us sright prospects of peace, 
ple nty, and freedom, now v open upon us. Goon, then, 
thou intrepid, eloquent, and consistent champion of Re- 
form. Abuse, and curses, and threatenings, and spies, 
and dungeons, and chains, and fines, and tortures, and 
even the sword, have been wicke dly and weakly em- 
ployed, both at home and abroad, to repress the rising 
spirit of the age, which now is stronger, bolder, anc 
more formidable than ever. Let. this reflection console 
us for the past, and cheer us for the future. 
Signed, by order of the Me ting, 
J. MARSHAL ‘ p resident. 
Newcastie-upon- Tyne, 30th August, 1822. 


TO J. MARSHALL. 
And the CENTRAL, COMMITTEE, of the United 
Radical Reformers of the Town and County of 


New Ce astle-upon-@ a yne, and of the Counties af 
Northumberland and Dueham. 


Fellow Reformers, 

It is a great consolation for the 
inevitable privations to which the active opponents of 
corrupt system are necessarily exposed, to know that per- 
secution never answers the purposes of its patrons; but, 
cn the contrary,always tends to spread and perpetuate the 
principles that it seeks to destroy. The persecuted often 
lose much, but the persecutors gain nothing; save the 
disappointment of their wicked hopes, and the deserved 
execration of au indignant world. It is also some satis- 
faction to bave an opportur rity of demonstrating that the 
enmity of oppression can be sustained without shrinking 
from its frowns ;—and when to this is added the esteem 
and confidence of those with whom we are embarked in 
a common cause, there is perhaps more reason to rejvice 
that the ordeal has been passed, than to regret the at 
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sendant evils. The weakness ofcomplaint is always avoid- 

ed by men;—but, in our cause, complaint would be 
treason to the courage and virtue which it requires to 
ensure its success, 

1 entirely agree in your anticipation of an early 
triumph of the Rights of Man? The world is moving 
onwards to mee et the rising crb of Universal Freedom, 
and Britain cannot lon; g remain stationary in her borough 
abuses. The multitude are no longer induced by an 
apparent prosperity, to shut their eyes to the light, and 
to stop their ¢ ears against the truth. Even the “ res- 
pectables s” bevin to lose their respect for a system, which 
they find is more rapacious in te king away, than it was 
prone to bestow. The bribes which ‘it cave for the de- 
sertion and betrayal of the people, are demanded back, 
and the traitorous acceptors are inwardly cursing the 
folly, and deploring the guilt of their conduct. This, 
then, is the hour of rational hope. Tuisis the time when 
the value of perseverance will be intitle -—and he who 
now hesitates in the chase of corruption, or who turns 
to hunt down minor game, is throwing ¢ wh: the advan- 
tages already o rbtained, and refusing to reach those within 
his grasp. Whilk public opinion s swells into the dimen- 
sions of the Giant fab edt to sustain the world upon his 
shoulders, let but individual exertion keep an even pace, 
and the cheers of victory over “ee hydra will shortly 
reverberate from one end of the empire tothe other. If 
| needed any incitement to persevere, it would be amply 
found in the confidence of the friends of Reform that f 
have been, and that I may be useful. Be our common 
inotlo then ‘‘onwarp,” while ought remains to be done, 
either in the recovery, or for the security of our natural 
liberties. In such cause, and in the company of men 
worthy of its ylories, success is certain; and though we 
are doomed to tread the read of persecution to emanci- 
pation, let as never forget that it has always been, the 
highway to freedom. 

i remain, fellow Reformers, 
Yours truly, | 
THOS. J. WOOLER 


Landon, Aug. 23, 1822 
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SPECIAL JURIES 

The following is a copy of the petition, presented by 
Sir Francis Burdett, on the part of the Editor, at the 
close of the last Session, and ordered to lie upon the 
table. The motion for printing was indirectly opposed 
by Mr.Wynn,on the ground that it would be unfair to print 
the accusation, without the reply ;—a species of reason- 
ing*to us utterly unintelligible; for it is necessary that 
the accusation should be printed, in order to enable the 
accused to meet the charges it contains. How, other- 
wise, are they to obtain a precise knowledge of them ? 
They are, therefore, now priated, that they may be 
enabled to reply to them, if they can. There is another 
reason Why they should be printed. This is an age of 
wonders; there is no knowing what may happen to in- 
dividuals; and it is necessary that such documents should 
be placed on RECORD; as the time is fast approaching 
when they may be wanted, if not by the victims, by the 
avengers of persecution :-— 


TO THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF COMMONS, OF 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, IN PARLIAMENT 
ASSEMBLED. 


Tue Perition og THOMAS JONATHAN WOOLER, LATE Or Crov- 
DON, IN THE COUNTY OF SURREY, BUT NOW A PRISONER IN 
THE Gaor or Warwick, 

SHEWETH, . 
That your Petitioner, having been sub- 
jectéd to a series of Crown Prosecutions, for having endea- 
voured to promote a Reform in the Representation of the 
People, has had an opportunity of detecting the existence of 
many gross abuses, and flagrant corruptions, in the nomination 
of Special Juries, under the pretence of trying issues between 
the Ministers of the Crown, and persons accused of what are 
denominated Political Offences. 

That these abuses and corruptions are of the same descrip- 
tion (though the evils of them bave not arisen to the same 
height) with those which were complained of in the packing of 
Juries, previous to the Revolutions, which cost Charles the 
First his life, and James the Second his Crown; and such ille- 
gal packing of Juries was justly considered by our ancestors 
at those periods, as among the heaviest of those despotic 
abuses which demanded and justified the resistance of the na- 
tion. And as these corruptions are directly opposed to the 
declaration of the Bill of Rights, which enacts that juries 
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ought to be DULY empanelled and returned,” your Petitioner 
trusts that you wil! perceive the necessity of interfering, to en- 
force the ovservance of the existing laws, in despite of which, 
“ partial, corrupt, and unqualified persons have been recently 
returned, and served on juries in trials;” in consequence of 
which ‘excessive fines have been imposed, and illegal and 
cruel punishments inflicted.” 

Your Petitioner has repeatedly endeavoured to induce the 
Court of King’s Bench, to protect the lives, liberty, and pro- 
perty of. persons accused of alleged political offences, from the* 
consequences of an apparently iniquilous alliance, between the 
servant of the Administration, who prosecutes in such cases ; 
and his fellow servant, who claims and exescises an absolute 
authority to place whem he pleases upon the jury, to try the 
sstie of the accusation :—which reduces our boasted trial by 
ury, to the deliberate packing, by a dependent of the prose- 
cuting ministry, of an assemblage of other ministerial depend- 
ants, or expectants, for the express purpose of finding such 
verdicts as may be agreeable to their common patrons. But 
the Court of King’s Bench, instead of granting your Petitioner 
that protection which the law held out to him, has decided that 
the Master of the Crown Office is authorised to adopt a prac- 
lice which sets the law at defiance, and outrages all the priuci- 
ples upon which all just legislation should proceed —a practice 
to which no ofticer, who meant to act impartially, would re-*J 
sort—and a practice but recently adopted by the present 
Master of the Crown Office ;—and yet, strange to say, the 
Ci@urt of King’s Bench has undertaken to protect this nefarious 
practice, upon the seore of its antiquity. 

Your Petitioner would not be misunderstood, as stating that 
the practice of packing Juries by the present Master is of recent 
date. On the cont rary, he believes it to be co eval with h's 
entrance into office; but your Petitioner asserts, that it was 
not till the autumn of the year 1817, that the present bare- 
faced practice of setting law and justice at defiance was adopted. 
Until that period it had been customary. for the Master to 
nominate in a fair manner, by a species of indiscriminate 
ballot, the pannels for special juries. But the Solicitor em- 
ployed by your Petitioner having detected the Master in the 
use of an illegally prepared, and previcusly packed list of 
persons, said to be qualified to serve: and having compelled the 
proper authorities to put into the hands of the Master a correct 
list of those who were really qualified, the Master thea aban 
doned his usual mode of nominating special jurors in au impar- 
tial manner, and insisted npou his discretionary right. to search 
for his old acquaintances in the new list, that the customary 
verdicts might still be obtained; as your Petitioner is bound to 
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infer, from the readiness of the Master to act fairly while he 
had an unfa'r list, and his _——— of anevidently unfair mode, 
wheu a legal list was submitted to his nomination. 

Your Petitioner being subjected to a Crown prosecution, 1 
IS1Y, which was to be tried at Warw: ck, “ had another op- 
portunity of ascertaining the method of packing speeial juries, 
as the practice regarded provincial jurisprudence : and he dis 
covered that the Master of the Crown Office was accustomed 
to pack his special juries from a previously prepared fist, to all 
legal, or rather illegal purposes, the same as the legal | 
which had been taken out of bis hands by the Solicitor of your 
Petitioner, as before-mentioned: thatis to say, the Master ef 
the Crown Office, by his own authority, and of his own will and 
p-easure, has disqualified the great body of his fellow-subject 
who are by law qualified and slicthie' to serve on special juries 
and confined h’s selection entirely to a chosen corps, princi#paliy, 
if not altogether, holding commissions under the Crown, aud re 
movable at the pleasure of the minister of the day; thus creating 
or endeavouring to create, a body of lewal Janissaries, not! 
maintaiy the law, but to s port th » despotism of the practices 
that have obtained sanction 1 the Courts where tustice ouch! 
10 be administered. 


Your Petitioner ferther complains that the corruprions witlt 
respect to the notortous practice of packiug special juries, form 
but a part of the perversion and prostitution of the law, ta its 
pretended applic ication to the trial of persons accused of political 
offences. In | luis own and other cases, which have fallen ander 
his observation, | _ experienced and witnessed, the denial of 


— protec tion ft express and positive law, and an evasion of 
$ provision s in other instances, (a3 it appeared to your Peti- 
iaaia ’ for the purpose of maintaining and acting upon unjust 


widlibts- ; obtained through heer medium of packed rrieS ; as 
ree id aa } 1 ¢? “n . 
if a systema itic determ ination odestroy pervaded the scaleable 


the < ean and the tribunals in Crown prosecutions :—and your 
Petitioner trusts that since it has been solemnly declared by 
the legislature, that “the pretended power of dispenstuz with 
‘laws, or the execution of laws, by regal authority, 13 illegal, 
your Honourable House will not hesitate to pronounce that the 
assumed power of dispensing w = and evading the laws, by 
judicial authority, is also illegal, 

Your Deiiionee. anxious alone that Justice may be rostored 
to her supremacy in Courts of law, and that the asthority of 
the law may be considered superior fo the caprice, or pre judice 
of its admin istrators, asks for no personal relief, or redress, fo; 
tiie tijuries he has sustained; that no personal feelings may 

Sinixed up with en enquiry se Intiaiately ce nnected with the 
dearest liberties of the people ; as he would derive some con 

' 
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olation from having been one of the victims of the corruption- 
thich he has pointed out, if, by calling the attention of the legiss 
‘ature to their existence, he may, in any degree, contribute to 
(heir abolition, and to the restoration of the Trial by Jury to 
its intended purity and integrity. 

Your Petitioner therefore prays of your Hofiourable House, 
to appomt a Committee for the purpose of inquiring into the 
«buses and corruptions of the practices in the nomination of 
Special Juries, and into the cenduct of the Courts of Law, 
:n cases of political prosecutions, in order that your Petitioner 
may have an opportunity of producing such evidence as he may 


he in possession of on those subjects: aud that sach remedy 
, niay be aflorded, as to your Honourable House may seem 
tieet, And your @etitioner shall ever pray, &c. 


“THOMAS JONATHAN WOOLER. 
Harwiek Gaol, July Oth, 1822. 


FOLLY OF THE PUBLIC FUNERAL 
OF 
LORD CASTLEREAGH. 

Phe ministerial journals are all loud and bitter in their 
wnger cgainst what they please to call the “ brutality of the 
mob,” in the execrations bestowed upon the body of the late 
iord Casilereaeh, on its transfer from the hearse to its final 
resting place. {f, however, we look a little more closely into 
ihe ‘matter, we shall find that all this fury is misplaced; and, 
mowever obyectionable In point of cood taste, the expression 
f feeling on the part of the populace might be deemed, yet 
the populace could not be expected to treatin any other man- 
ner, the memory of the man, who had been accustomed to -pro- 
fess to hold the public in the most sovereign contempt! In 
atl cases where popular indignation is strongly expressed, 
there oust be some adequate cause for it! There is no in 
tance to be met with of popular rebellion against existing 
autliorities, without full justification of the measure; nor has 
history handed down to us one ,iustance of a public benefactor 
ever mcurring the public odium, Onthe contrary, men who 
were but little entitled to the public esteem, bave been almost 
ilored for the slightest, or even an imaginary, service to the 
public:—-and many have held a conspicuous place in the 
public favour merely for not being remarkable for injuring the 
people, without doing the state any service at all, 

Nothing is so easy to monarchs, or miaisters who are greater 
here than monarchs, to win the public favour. The slightest 
ailempt to concillate the people succeeds. The least concession, 
even of what they have an undoubted right to claim, puts the 
populace in ecstacies of delight, They are quite contented to 
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accept their RIGHTS aS FAVOURS; and will exalt to the skies 
those who will only retrain from doing them an injury. Wher 
monarchs, or mimsters, therefore, are ever found unpopular, 
they MUST be WRONG DOERS. The fault must rest with them 
selves; and not with the people, who often applaud without 
reason, but never hate without ample cause; and never sufler 
ihe expression of hatred to escape them, until they are smarting 
with the injuri:s thaf are done them. 

It is something remarkable, and illustrative of these princi- 
ples, that no popular sentence upon the character of minister, 
or monarch, has ever been reversed. The Neros and Caligulas, 
the Sejanuses, the Wolseys, remain on the tables of history, 
and in the feelings of mankind, precisely the same objects of 
abhorrence which they jwere to th€ generations whom they 
tormented in their existence! While Titus, Alfred, and Washing- 
ion, had their virtues as fully acknowledged by the people 
amongst whom they were exercised, as amongst the later ages 
to whom they have been held up as examples, It is true, that 
UNKNOWN REFORMERS, who have endeavoured to siem the 
torrent of despotism in a licentious age, have sometimes been 
exposed to popular odium, by the ARTIFICES Of VENAL and 
tyrannical oppressors of the people ;—but in these cases, the 
public have erred from ignorance, and have generally reversed 
their judgment when better informed ;—and, besides, these in- 
stances apply not to the cases in question,which relate to parties 
who stand so iully before the public, as to enable the world 
to form a duewstimate of their public merits or demerits. 

This was eminently the case with Lord Castlereagh For 
many years he has mixed with and directed the counsels of 
the country. Always before the public in his parliamentary or 
miuisterial capacity—with ample means of correcting any mis- 
representation, aud placing himself in the most favourable 
point of view—with patronage to magnify his virtues, and 
wealth to purchase the commendations of all the needy para- 
sites that throng the «doors of the palace and the treasur y— 
with an eager appetite for flattery—and a strong disposition to 
purchase undeserved praise:~with all these advantages, so 
fatal were his measures, so opposite to the feelings of freemen 
his mode of government, that he has always been unpopular, 

The journals hired to flatter him through life, say the ‘* dis- 
affected press” has rendered him odious. But the “ disaffected 
press” could not ‘manufacture the causes which enabled it 
to produce such an eflect, if any such were produced by it. 
If it exhibited his political offences, it did not create them. It 
nay be true that it has assisted to spread his unpopularity, by 
displaying the causes which ought to make him unpopular 
amongst those whom be was assisting to pillage, to insult, and 
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to oppress:—but would his friends require for him a popula- 
rity trom sheer ignorance of his character! ‘This would pro- 
bably have pleased them; but this effect"could only have been 
produced in the dark ages, when the press could speak but 
what the minister prescribed. 

What has the ** disaffected press” ever said of Lord Castle- 
reagh? ‘ihat he was an official party to the horrid cruelties 
that disgraced the Irish Government, when he tirst deserted 
the cause of the people to become one of their spoilers, and 
oppressors! Was this untrue? Or is it wished to be dixzuis- 
ed, lest he should be justly unpopuiar on that account? Dis- 
guised it cannot be. The late Mr. Finnerty has placed the cir- 
cumstances on the, historic page; and there they wil: remain in 
conjunction with the name of Castlereagh, until the language 
of the country is forgotten. The whippings, the scourgings, <he 
half-burying, the tarring, the feathering, the pickettings, the 
wanton slaughter of individuals whose only crime was:the wish 
to redeem their country from the oppression of a barbarous 
systems mixed up of force and delusion, were sufficient causes for 
unpopulari!y, ‘The name of rebels, applied to men whom suc- 
cess would have converted into GLORIOUS PATRIOTS, can. 
not diminish the atrocity of their treatment. And the final 
bargain and sale of Ireland to England, in which transaction he 
was so notorious an agent, will satisfactorily account for the 
execrations heaped upon his head by his irish countrymen; — 
many of whom helped to swell the outcries that attended his 
funeral procession, Will his friends call them brutal? If they 
do, ietthem remember it was«his measures, his system, hts 
newrlect, and his treason, tnat bas mainly contributed to brutalize 
them :—and let them remember turther that they had no basiness 
to insult the public with a public procession of the corpse and 
friends of such a man to the grave. 

How could such men a3 Eldon, Liverpool, Welling ton, and 
Sidmouth outrage public feeling by appearing on such an oc- 
casion. They are almost as unpopular as he was; and would 
be quite as much, only that they were considered rather as the 
tools he worked with, than as moving minds in the machine 
which he directed. Their presence must have added to the 
public feeling against his memory. Had his family alone been 
present, and the funeral not been aun ostentatious parade, the 
public would have respected private sorrow too much to dis- 
turb it; but when the authors ofso many public calamities were 
grouped together, in defiance of public decency, on such an 
occasion, they might have anticipated what was certain to oc- 
cur. They had all beenaccustomed to deny that the POPU- 
LACE formed any part of the PuBLIC. They were all ac- 
customed to speak of the POPULACE, as of beings without prot 
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perty, without respectability, without rights, and almost with 
out reason, ‘Their only idea of governing the POPULACE, Was 
by coercion, oppression, and restraint. They DENIED the 
POPULACE to be the organ of the public feeling, because they 

found the POPULACE arrayed against them ; and they literally 
DECLARED WAR against the POPUL ACE, \ vhien they enacted 
that itshould be DISARMED, and pi assed Acts of Parliament 
to abrogate POPULAR RIGHTS, with the professed intention 
not to respect any rights, but the rights of property and respec- 

tability : leaving it to be infer red that, m their vocabulary, 


property meant the revenue, and respectability, living upon the 


spoil of the public. Yet such men were foolish enough to ex- 
pect public sympathy on the death of Lord "Castlereagh ; > and 
mad enough to suppose that they could pass through the po pu- 
LACE whom they had been systematically insulting, and op- 
pressing, forso many years, without having the popular feeling 
iowards them expressed. Such audacious presumption merited 
the answer itmet with. The cHeEERS could not affeetihe DEAD, 
but they offer an important lesson to the Livine, by which we 
hope they will profit. 

When the populace applauds its rulers, its discrimination is 
allowed, and its approbation is deemed valuable. When the 
4 ing is cheered by the populace, it is not called an “ ignorant,’ 
or a “ brutal rabble ;’’ but a‘ wise and loyal people.” Recent- 
iy, the Couner has been loud i its praises of the “ spontane- 
ous; “ affection” shewn by the populave to the Monarch; and, 
without stopping to enquire whether the“ spontaneous affec- 
cion’’ were bought or not, we will just reaind it, that the po- 
pulace which did assuredly cheer his Majesty loudly through 
the streets on his departure for Scotland, was the same which 
cheered Lord Castlereagh to the tomb;—and which hissed 
his colleagues, probably for not having imitated his example, 
so far as to relire from office. Weare not contending for 
the decency, or the propriety, of the cheers. But we are 
shewing that they were the spontaneous burst of uncontrollable 
feeling, on the part of those who have not been treated 
as freemen ; and who, therefore, ought net to be expected to 
treat their masters withany peculiar delicacy. We remember 
that it was said to be barbarous and brutal, on the part of the 
populace, to huzza at the execution af Governor Wall. We 
admit that it was improper; but we deny that it was brutal; 
and whatever it was, the Goverment occasioned if, by tamper- 
‘ng, in repeated respites, with the sentence of the law! It 
was feared that influence might disappoint Justice of her vic- 
tim ; andit was the final trinmph of Justice which produced 
the exultation of the people; and not any petty intention of 


wounding the fecling of an individual who was about to explate 
nis offence, 
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** My Masters of misrule! I have a crow to plack with yon. ’-—« 
Orv Puay- 


oO os ae ow 


646. But that half our nobility should be upon the parish (I 
mean upon the public), Town Isse no manner of reason; nor 
that a set of places, which might be filled at the expense of a 
few hundreds a years, must cust the nation many hundred 
thousands, while we are sinking in a bottomless sea of debt. 
The Grand Turk, when he thinks a Vizier, an Aga, a Teftar- 
dar, a Pacha, &c. -has by oppression spunged up a good deat 
of money in his service, squeezes him till reduced to his former 
condition, which often helps up the Sultan’s exhausted treasure. 
If we were to introduce such a custom as this in England, the 
squeezings of a thousand or two of our overdrenched Court- 
spunges, might do something toward preventing the dreaded 
necessity of applying a spunge to our public debts.—James 
Burgh. Political Disquisitions, 1774. 

657. There is a third part still remaining, but as contrary in 
themselves as light and darkness. Those are either the worst 
or the best of men. The first, are most profligate persons, 
that have neither estates, consciences, nor good manners, yet 
are therefore picked out as the necessary men, and whose votes 
will go furthest; the charges of their elections are defrayed— 
whatever they amount to, tables are kept for then at White- 
hall and through Westminster --that they may be ready at hand 
—within call of a question. All of them are received into 
pension, and know their pay-day, which they never fail. of ; 
insomuch that a great officer was pleased to say, “ That they 
came about him like so many jackdaws for cheese at the end 
of every session.” If they be not in parliament, they must be 
in prison, and as they are protected themselves by privilege, so 
they sell their protection to others, to the obstruction so many 
years together of the law of the land and the public justice. 
For these it is, that the loug and frequent adjournazients are 
calculated ; but alli—whether the court, or the monopolizers of 
the country party, or those that profane the title of old cavalier, 
do equally (though upon differing reasons) like death appre- 
hend a dissolution, But notwithstanding these, there 1s an 


handful of salt, a sparkle of soul, that has hitherto preserved 
No, 1X. Vou. 9, 
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perty, without respectability, without rights, and almost with: 
out reason. ‘Their only idea of governing the POPULACE, was 
by coercion, oppression, and restraint. They DENIED the 
POPULACE to be the organ of the public feeling, because they 
found the POPULACE arrayed against them ; and they literally 
DECLARED WAR against the POPULACE, when they enacted 
that it should be DISARMED, and passed Acts of Parliament 
io abrogate POPULAR RIGHTS, with the professed intention 
not to respect any rights, but the rights of property and respec- 
tability : leaving it to be inferred that, m their vocabulary, 
property meant the revenue, and respectability, living upon the 
i of the public. Yet such men were foolish enough to ex- 
pect public sympathy on the death of Lord “Castlereagh ; aud 
mad enough to suppose that they could pass through the popu- 
LACE whom they had been systematically insulting, and op- 
pressing, for so many years, without having ihe popular feeling 
iowards them expi ressed. Such audacious presumption merited 
the answer itmet with. The CHEERS could not affeetihe DEAD, 
put they offer an important lesson to the Livine, by which we 
h rope they will profit. 

Vhen the populace applauds its rulers, its discrimination is 
allowed, and its approbation is deemed valuable. When the 
4ing is cheered by the populace, it is not called an “ ignorant,” 
or a “ brutal rabble ;’’ but a“ wise and loyal people.” ” Receut- 
ly, the Courier has beeu loud mw its praises of the “ spontane- 
ous; “ affection” shewn by the populave to the Monarch; and, 
without stopping to enquire whether the“ spontaneous affec- 
éion”’ were bought or not, we will just reaiind it, that the po- 
pulace which did assuredly cheer his Majesty loudly through 
the streets on his departure for Scotland, was the same which 
cheered Lord Castlereagh to the tom;—and which hissed 
his colleagues, probably for not having imitated his ex cample, 
so far as to 7 ¢elire from office. We are not co ntending for 
the decency, or the propriety, of tbe cheers, But we are 
shewing that they were the spontaneous burst of uncontrollable 
feeling, on the part of those who have not been treated 
“AS ne sand who, therefore, ought not to be expected to 
treat their masters withany peculiar delicacy. We remember 
that it was ones to be barbarous and brutal, on the part of the 
populace, to huzza at the execution of Governor Wall. We 
admit that it was improper; but we deny that it was brutal; 
and whatever it was, the Goverment occasioned if, by tamper- 
‘ng, i in repeated respites, with the sentence of the law! It 
was feared that influence might disappoint Justice of her vic- 
tim ; andit was the final triumph of Justice which produced 
the exultation of the people; and not. any petty intention of 


wounding the fecling of an individual who was about to expiate 
ms offence, 
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656. But that half our nobility should be upon the parish (I 
mean upon the public), I own I sse no manner of reason; nor 
that a set of places, which might be filled at the expense of a 
few hundreds a years, must cust the nation many hundred 
thousands, while we are sinking in a bottomless sea of debt. 
The Grand Turk, when he thinks a Vizier, an Aga, a Teftar- 
dar, a Pacha, &c. has by oppression spunged up a good deat 
of money in his service, squeezes him till reduced to his former 
condition, which often helps up the Sultan’s exhausted treasure. 
If we were to introduce such a custom as this in England, the 
squeezings of a thousand or two of our overdrenched Court- 
spunges, might do something toward preventing the dreaded 
necessity of applying a spunge to our public debts.—James 
Burgh. Political Disquisitions, 1774. 





657. There is a third part still remaining, but as contrary in 
themseives as light and darkness. Those are either the worst 
or the best of men. The first, are most profligate persons, 
that have neither estates, consciences, nor good nianners, yet 
are therefore picked out as the necessary men, and whose votes 
will go furthest; the charges of their elections are defrayed— 
whatever they amount to, tables are kept for them at White- 
hall and through Westminster --that they may be ready at hand 
—within call of a question. All of them are received into 
pension, and know their pay-day, which they never fail. of; 
insomuch that a great officer was pleased to say, “That they =~ 
came about him like so many jackdaws for cheese at the end 
of every session.” If they be not in parliament, they must be 
in prison, and as they are protected theselves by privilege, so 
they sell their protection to others, to the obstruction so many 
years together of the law of the land. and the public justice. 
For these it is, that tie loug and frequent adjoufnazients are 
calculated ; but alli—whether the court, or the monopolizers of 
the country party, or those that profane the title of old cavalier, 
do equally (though upon differing reasons) like death appre- 
hend a dissolution, But notwithstanding these, there 1s an 


handful of salt, a sparkle of soul, that has hitherto preserved 
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this gioss body from putrefaction; some gentlemen’ that are 
constant, invariable, indeed Englishmen,—such as are above 
hopes, or fears, or dissimulation, that can neither flatter, nor 
betray—their king and country; but being conscious of their 
own loyalty and integrity, proceed through good and bad re- 
port to acquit themselves in their duty to God, their prince, and 
their nation ;—although so small a scantling in number, that 
men can scarce reckon of them more than 4 quorum ; insomuch 
that it is less difficult to conceive how fire was first brought 
to light in the world, than that any good thing could ever be 
produced out of a House of Commons so constituted,— 
unless es that is imagined to have come from the rush- 
ing‘ of trees, or battering of rocks together, by accident ; 
so these, by their clashing with one another, have struck out 
an useful effect from so unlikely causes. But whatsover casual 
good hath been wrought at any time by the assimulation of am- 
bitious, factious and disappointed members, to the little, but 
solid and unbiassed party,—the more frequent ill effects and 
consequences of so unequal a mixture so long continued, are 
demonstrable and apparent. For while scarce any man comes 
thither with respect to the public service, but in design to raise 
and make his fortune, it is not to be expressed the debauchery 
and lewdness, which upon occasion of election to parliaments, 
aie now grown habitual through the nation: so that the vice 
and the expence are risen to such a prodigious height that few 
sober men can endure to stand to be chosen on such conditiens. 
Brom whence also arise feuds and perpetual animosities over 
most of the counties and corporations, while gentlemen of worth, 
spirit, and ancient estates and dependences, be themselves over- 
powered in their own neighbourhood by the drunkenness and 
bribery of their competitors. But if, nevertheless, a worthy 
person carry the election, some mercenary or corrupt sheriff 
makes a double return, and so the cause is hauded to the Com- 
mittee of Elections, who ask no better, but are réady to adopt 
his adversary into the House, even if he be not legitimate. And 
if the gentleman aggrieved seek his remedy against the sheriff 
mm Westminster Hall, and the proofs be so palpable that the 
King’s Bench cannot invent how to do him injustice, yet the 
major part of the twelve judges shall, upon better consideration, 
vacate the sheriff's fine, and reverse the judgment ; and those 
of them that dare dissent from their brethren, are in danger to 
be turned off the bench without any cause assigned. While 
men, taerefore, care not thus how they get into the House of 
Common, neither can it be expected that they should make 
“any conscience of what they do there , but they are only in- 
tenf how to reimburse themselves (if their elections were at 





THR BLACK DWARF. 239 


their own charge), or how to bargain their votes for a place or 
pension. They list themselves straight way into some court- 
facticn, and it is as well known among them to what lord each 
of them retain, as when formerly they wore coats and badges. 
By this long haunting so together, they are grown too so * fa- 
miliar among themselves, that alt reverence of their own assem 
bly is lost; that they live together, not like Parliament-men™ 
but like so many good fellows met together in a public house 
to make merry ; and which is yet worse, by being so thoroughly 
acquainted, they understand their number and party, so that 
the use of so public a council is frustrated; there is no place 
for deliberation, no persuading by reason; but they can see 
one another’s votes through both throats and cravats, before 
they hear them. Where the cards are so well known, they 
are only fit for a cheat ; and no fair gamester but would 
throw them under the table-—Andrew Marvel. Of the 


Growth of Popery and Arbitrary Government in England, 
1077. 


658. To the Bishop of Oxon. 
My. Lorp, Whitehall Nov. 10. 1684. 


Having communicated your Lordship’s of the 8th to 
his Majesty, he has thought tit to direct me to send you the 
enclosed, concerning his commands for the immediate expul- 
sion of Mr. Locke. 


SUNDERLAND. 


To the Right Reverend Father in God, John, Lord Bishop 


of Oxon, Dean of Christ Church, and to our Trusty and 
Well-beloved, the Chapter there. 


Right Rev. Father in God, and Trusty and Weil-beloved,— 

We greet you well. Whereas, we have received information 
of the factious and disloyal behaviour of Locke, one of the 
Student of that our College ; we have thought fit hereby to 
signify our will and pleastire to you, that you forthwith remove 
him from his Student’s place, and deprive him of all the rights 
and advantages thereunto belonging, for which this shall be 
your warrant : and so we bid you heartily farewell. Given at 
our Court at Whitehall, the | ith day of November, 1684. 


By his Majesty’s Command. 
SUNDERLAND. 
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To the Right Honourable the Earl of Sunderland, Pri incipat 
Secretary of State. 


Ricut Hon. November 16, 1684. 


I hold myself bound in duty to signi ify to your Lord- 
ship, that his Maj ssty’s command for the expulsion of Mr 
Locke from this College, is fully executed. 

T. OXon. 
To the Bishop of Oxon. 
My Lorp, 


[ have your Lordship’s of the 16th, and have ac- 
quainted his Majesty therewith, who is well satisfied with the 
Colleze’s ready obedience to his command for the expulsion of 
Mr. Locke. 


SUNDERLAND." 
Birch’s Papers. In Bristish Museum. 
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SONNET. 


659. These times touch monied worldlings with dismay: 
Even rich men brave by nature, taint the air 
With words of apprehension and despair ; 

While tens of thousands, thinking on the affray, 
Men unto whom sufficient for the day 
And minds not stinted or untiul’d—are given,— 
Sound healthy children of the God of Heaven,— 
Are cheerful as the rising sun in May. 
What do we gather hence but firmer faith 
hat every gift of noble origin 
Is banal d upon by Hope’s perpetual breath ; 
That virtue and the faculties within 
Are vital, — and that riches are a kin 
To fear, to change, to cowardice and death ! 


William Wordsworth. Poems, 1820. 
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*® This act of unvarnished tyranny was followed in three short 
months by the death of the royal liberticide; and in four years by 
the expulsion of his worthy brother, James the Second of infa- 
mous memory, from his native country, and the throne of his 
fathers. May the heels of iniquity ever be thus trodden on, by 
the iron foot of retributive justice ! N. 
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. MOVEMENT IN YORKSHIRE. 
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Phis important county has, at last, made a de ecided 
movement with respect to Reform ; which, if foliowed 
up with corresponding energy, may lead to ‘the happiest 
results. That ail we could wish has not been done, 1s 
no reason why we shouid withhold our approbation from 
what has been performed ; and we gladly welcome the 
hope that much more will be speedily ascomplished.— 
We are fully aware, that so strong a fortress as the Bri- 
tish Citadel of ¢ oen cannot be assaulted without 
due caution, and that all advances against it must be 
gradual, until the public at large is fully satisfied of the 
nec cessily of its downfall. For maki ing one of these ad- 
vances, Mr. Fawkes is entitled to the thanks of the 
Reformers. ‘To add to the effect, we readily comply 
with the request of our Yorkshire Correspondents, to 
snsert a fuil report of the proceedings In our pages ;— 
though we shall feel it ne ecessary to ‘add a few notes in 


explani ation of our dissent from one or two propositions 
that were laid down. 


Reform J lecting, Yorkshire. 

Gn Thursday last, on the invitation of Walter Fawkes, 
iisq., a meeting took place in the large reom ef Etridge’s 
ifotel, at York, ‘* To consider of the most eflici ent fu- 
ture means of forwarding the great cause of Pariiamen- 
tary Reform.” At 12 o’elock, the: room was filled with 
a highly respectable company, pi ‘incipally freehoiders of 
the county, amongst whom we observed the following : 
Sir W. Amcotts Ingilby, Bart. | George R ings, Bieq. 
Robert Chaloner, Esq. M P } Joha Lee, sq. 

Marmaduke Wyvill, hsq. MP | [lenry Yeowan, Esq. 
BA G. Sanh mn,  Esy MP Hon. — Butler 

Colonel Cradock, M P Francis Uawksworth, Esq. 
Daniel Syhes, ; q. MP . W. Toltie, Esq. 
Hon. Edward Peire Benjamin Deattry, Esq. 
Mr. Sheri ‘ Stapylton —— Choliniey, Esq. Bradsby 
General Wharton —= Clou ch, Esq. Oxion 
General Bosville .| Joho Haigh, Esq. 
George Baker, Esq. Bleinor: | John vzrement, Esq 

— Ombler, Esq. # Cuptain Wood 
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Vhristopher Wilson, Esq. | T. Duncombe, Esq. MP 
Francis Maude, Esq. Rev, KB. Wyviil 

Captain Baslow + Josiah Oates, Esq. 
Godfrey Wentworth, Esq. | Henry Witham, bsq. 
——— Cromplon, Esq. | Rev. Mr. Baker 

Robert Crompton, Exq. | T. Meynell, E-q. 

Ofiley Shore, Esq. | J. Rishworth, Esq, 
Johd Rawson, Esq. | Dr, Lawson 

0. Gaskill, Baq, | Mr. Smithson, 


William Walker, Esq. 
And a great number of other centlemen, 

The moment the clock had struck 12, Mr. Fawkes. 
who seemed in excellent health and spirits, rose and 
card :— 

Gentlemen,—Befcre I enter upon the important busi- 
ness of this day; before I have the honour of submitting 
to your consideration the great object of your attachment 
and hopes, you must allow me to apologize to you for 

the pec culiar part ] bear in the tvansaction ; you must 
permit me to enter into some explanation of that conduct 
which has brougit you together; conduct, which many 
who do not know me, may have attributed to arrogance 
and presumption, while others have unhesitatingly refer- 
red it to a deliberate, toa wanton, unnecessary, il!l-timed 
ritention on my part to disturb the peace of ihe county. 

‘© When f consider, Gentlemen, the magnitude of the 
County of York, and call to my recollection the great 
and elorious part it acted ona former occasion, 1 must 
confess | hiave been surprised that this great question has 
not been sooner submiited to your attention ; especially 
when it appears again to have presented iiself to the 
people of this country , as the only means of extrication 
from the dangers as { difficulties with which they are 
beset and surrounded; when several of the counties 

have already declared in its favour; and when thou- 
sands are converted to a sense of its necessity, who 
only @ very short time ago were decidedly and actively 
hostile to it. —( Hear, hear. J—Under these cireum- 
stances, when I called to mind the earlier years of my 
publ’c life—when those moments presented themselves 
to me, during which |] advocated this great cause in 
this place with many of those who are now takeo from 
Us—espec ee with one, whose name ought never to be 
entioned when this subject is discussed, but in terms 
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of honour, reverence, and gratitu¢e—the upright, the 
enlightened, the patriotic, the lamented father of a 
gentleman and friend now in my eye, who, J am proud 
to say inherits all those valuable feelings for which 
the late Mr. Wyvirs was so highly distinguished ; 
when [ compared the exerlions, feeble though they 
might be, which [ did not hes:tate to make at that time, 
under circumstances far less auspici ious, with my pre- 
sent supineness, my indiflerence to the cause accused me, 
I felt it deep ly, and under that impression J grew rest- 
less and impatient; I felt that 1 should not be doin 
my duty if I did not make one more effort in its behalf. 
[ made up my mind in consequence, to make one appeal 
io my countrymen; to struggle, as well as I could, 
though that torrent of Gdium, obloquy, misre- 
pr esentation, and personal abuse, into which I was con- 
scious such a determination on my part would inevitably 
plunge me, again to invite to this place all, who I pre- 
sumed still cherished an attachment to the good cause ; 
again to appear among you, and again, in your presence, 
io unfold the proud and constitutional standard of Par- 
liamentary Reform. These were the grounds, gentle- 
men, of my late invitation to you; those were my mo- 
tives—motives prempted solely by a conviction impressed 
indelibly on my mind, of the absolute necessity of 
infusing a larger proportion of popular influence into 
that assembly, « on the proper construction of which the 
liberties, the lives, and the properly of the people of 
England entirely depend.—( Hear, hear. ) 

“It has been objected to us with an air of confidence 
and triumph. Why agitate the — at present ? 
Why bring forward this stale subject again? Why 
pester us afresh with the subject of i -arliame ntary Re- 
form? a subject which has never been brought forward 
but to be refuted; one which was at rest and ought not 
to have been disturbed. Why allempt to drag it from 
that obscurity, to which the irrefyagable arguments of 
its eppone: its have everlastingly egusigned it? Where 
the record of this proud achievement is to be found, I 

must confess I am totally ignorant. Are we to look 
for it in the almost unanimous opinions in its favour, of 
every statesman who has distinguished himself in ‘the 
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service of his country since the sera of the Restoration ¢ 
Shall we find it in that petition of the friends of the 
people, which does now, and has so long jain unan- 
swered, on the.table of the House of Commons? or 
in the resolutions of the Yorkshire Asscciation, in which 
nearly four hundred of the leacting veentiemen in the 
coun ly of York declared*their conviction of jis neces- 
sity; ard in which, ina true wee of prophecy, they 
predicted the evils which would ensue from ils non- 
adoption ; Which evils and misery are now staring us 
fully in the face? Or is it @emonstrated in the hostility 
of the pensioner and the sinecurist, the minister, the 
placeman, and the boroughmonger? However, if such 
be the situation of our cause, the sooner its friends re- 
lease it from its confinement the better. And as J] am 
asked why 1 chooschis peculiar moment to agitate the 
question ; my answer must be found, raust be read, and, 
methinks in characters sufficiently intellizible, in the 
alarming, in the unprecedented state of the country ; 

in the acts and language of the last session of Parlia- 
ment; in the actual misery in the midst of platy, ot 
one part of the empire, and the gloomy anticpation 5 

of the other; in the ssgoliien of Ircland, and the im- 
pending ruin of more than one class in England :—3n 
the expendiinre of ne early one billion and a half of the 
public treasure in twenty-nik le years; a million a-week 
for the same periog, and 20,000 for every working day ; 

a sum so enormous, thal the human mind absolutel, 
recoils from the calculation of it:—-in a consequent 
overwhelming debt, the interest of which cannot be 
much longer ‘paid, W Without the risk of a national convul- 
sion; unicss some arrangement be made satisfactory 
to the public creditor and de *btor 5 an ——— 
which for obvicus reasens cannot, which ought net, and 
which, I trust, never will be ‘al, without ta Reform 
of the | Payliam ent: :—f Hear, car.)- —in the master mt 

chief, not so much the influence of the crown, as the 
dominant ascend lancy of the oligarchy in the House of 
Commons, the unconstitutional power of the Borough 
proprietors ;—that ns influence to which those 
who have steadily ebserved the conduct cf Parltament 
have reasonably and justly attributed the evils the 
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country has endured, is enduring, and is suit likely to 
endure:—in that curious and ‘important documents, 
which bas lately made its appearance—the report made 
to the House of Commons by one of its own committee, 

respecting so many of its members as ho!d places and 
vices under lhe Crown; which voes, In a great way, 
to confirm the Reformers’ opinions, and that on the 
Varliaments own showing, which proves that one hun- 
dred and nine members of the house receive 209,8431., 
exclusive of the enormous fees of office, from that purse, 
of which they are the cons titutional cuardians ; while 
an analysis of this list show s, that this sum is divided 
among those who are eit ry cirectly nominated by Bo- 
rough proprietors, - closely co: mected with them :— 
(Hear, hear.)—in that alliance, falsely and impiously 
called holy, which ” made the once liberal! Britain the 
ally of despots, and the enemy of the cause of freedom 
all over the worid: ise an undeviating system of coer- 

cion, restraint, and severity towards the people, anda 
marked ne; sleet of their wishes and pet lions; .—finally, 
ventlemen, ina sy ve m directed by ali that contradiction, 

vacillation, intolerar "e, profusion, and corruption, of 
which we have been of late the helpless and unfortunate 
witnesses, Gentlemen, these are reasons quecuann ient, 

{ humbly conceive, to justify the step [ have taken; but 
as I haye been accused of an ill-timed. exertion, ! 
will add one reason more—the present tranquillity of the 
country—tue very season every statesman would prefer, 
when no enemy presses from without, and there is ao ap- 
prehension of any disturbance within, to discuss great 
national reformatiogs, amendments, and changes. (Hear, 
Avar.) 

Genilemen, when nations find themselves in difficul- 
ties and in da agers, they look of course for reiief from 
the collective wisdom of the country. ‘Toour energy 
and talent, in Parliament assembled, we have -becu 
directing our anxious attention for the last six months, 
and wer We not reason to say that we have been most 
grievously disappointed ?—for what has been done for 
our re ict 2 Co mp aratively nothing! while doctrines 
have been broached, cheered, and maintained, directly 


O 
al 
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contravening those fundameatal laws, which our fore- 
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fathers cherished, which they established by their perse- 
verance, and cemented by their blood,—which they left 
as a protection against tyranny and extortion, as their 
last their best, and most invaluable legacy. (Hear, hear.) 
To establish this point, it will not be nec essary for me 
to bewilder you or taysell in the mazes of antiquarian 
research; [ have no wish or occasion to ” back one hour 
bey ond the Revolution—that Revolution which we have 
all, from our cradle, been taught to consider as alori- 
ous and necessary’ *—that revolution, the centenary of 
which was celebrated only a few years ago, with: all 
the pomp, pride, and cireums'ance of a public rejoicing. 
What would the authors of that great measure have 
thought, Sl they heard the dectrines of the present 
hour? Would it not have made them start from their 
seals with it dignation and astonisiment ? 

“ Gentle men, during the most corrupt periods of the 


olden time, public libe: ty had much honour at the least. 
It was reserv od for these days to hear members of that 
assembly, peculiarly and emphatically called the Com- 
mons’ chamber, declare it as their opinion, not by inuen- 


“do, but gravely and deliberately advancing it as the 
chosen champions of anti- elorm, that it is essential to 
he perfection of a representat ive body, that it should 
tnot De identifi d with, but chosen for the people. —(Mi | 
Canniag’s opinion.) And that it is a si onal merit in the 
ritish House of Commons that it does not amount lo a 


direct delegatioa from the people. (Hear, hear.) 
* Now, Gentlemen, [ must say, that if you are not 


} 


»4, 3 ‘ (*,} ' 
* The soplication of the term glorious to the revolut 


on of 1688, 
is the result of cradie polities That it 


wis clorious to drive a 
tyrannical bicet from the throne, is allowed; but that it was glori 
ous to replace fim with another, we deny. ‘That it was 


viorlous 
to banish James, is confessed ; 


but that it was glorious to imporé 
an King, im theinplied deficiency of any native talent to govern 
freemen, wedeny. There was ao more glory in affecting to hoid 
British freedem, as the boon of William and his Duteh guards 
than there was in being conquered by the First William and his 
Norman Bandith. There was no cor ry invermitling the Third 
William to teil the assembled senate, that he would be Aing, or 
nothing! when it was debating whether a mgubiiic should be 
established, Nor was there any “ glory” in the enacting Bills of 
Rights, which have never been respected. 
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prepared to consider all the numerous laws which have 
been enacted to secure the purity of parliament, and to 
render it, as near as it is possible, the reflection of the 
public mind, as having had their source in ignorance 
and dotage—if you are not ready to stand by, and see 
the Bill of Rights cast into the fire as a bundle of waste 
paper, it is your duty to denounce such opinionsas novel, 
dangerous, and unconstitutional ! 

*“¢ There did once exist an unmutilated instrument, 
called an act of settlement, which proved that no place- 
man should be returnable to the House of Commons 
{ Hear, hear) ; but whatis the modern doctrine, forsooth ? 
Why, that useless places are necessary to maintain-the 
King upon his throne, and the constitution in existence ! 
(flear, hear.) And this assertion is made when the 
influence of the crown is ten Limes greater than it was 
when Mr. Burke knocked off 70,000 a yecr from it by 
one blow;—it was made at a moment when, though 
2,500 a year could not be spared in the House of Com- 
mons, ministers did not. hesitate to take 30,0001. from 
their sovereign. But are the gentlemen who advocate 
ihis doctrine aware of the consequences that flowfrom 
it? Elow can any system be considered as more radi- 
cally vicious ?-—howcan the necessity of Reform be more 
solidly established ?’—for if it be correct, does it not fol- 
low that our King, that the King of England cannot sit 
securely on his throne, without the aid of corruption ?— 
that he cannot exercise the high prerogatives with which 
the constitution has invested him, without bribing and 
corrupting the representatives of his peopie? (Heer, 
hear.) Is it not at once admitting, that the members 
of the House of Commons, at least a majority of them, 
are so lost to all decency and shame, that they would, at 
the very least, obstruct the conduct ef public affairs, if 
they were not able to keep their duty, by the acceptance 
or expectation of henours and emoluments? (Hear, 
hear.) 

(‘The room had now become excessively crowded, and 
a number of gentlemen were pressing at the door, with- 
out being able to obtain admission, on which, Martin 
Stapleton, Esq. one of the Sheriffs of the city of York, 
suggested the propriety either of adjourning to a larger 
room, or of speaking from the window ; but the difficulty 
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of obtaining a larger room than that in’ which the com. 


ih pany was assembled, and the terrors of the famous Six 
mee Acts, as directed against meetings held in the open air, 
pita without the required notice, co-operated to induce the 


company to submit to the excessive pressure, and even 
'o the exelusion of some of their friends ; and Mr. Fawkes 
i" resummed his speeci amidst cries of go on, go on!] 
mt * There was a lime, it appears, when taxation was 
considered with unusual horror and dread, for no evils, 


hp says the old adage, are certain, in this lransttory life, but 
\ taxation and death. But Gentlemen, how difierently are 
: hi we now taught io look at what once we thought a curse # 
ne One gravely says, that ‘ io remil taxation “would only 
avoravate distress ;” another, that “ the proposal to take 
oe off taxes is worse than unavailing, that it is delusive. 

since it goes to controvert tie great order of nature 4 
while a third prociaims that taxation ought to be consi- 
dered as one of the dispensations of Providence. To a 
, neople laxed as we are, Leia IS eon pretty far in the way 

" 


. ’ 

of insult and vcnsense ; however. urge what we may. 
? t aes a oo : * = 

under the present system, there is no escape from this 


new Providential interference -—if we grumble, they cali 
i it “* an ienorant impatience;” if we hie down 10 silence 


. and despair, they avow that we are centented. 


‘¢ There was a time, Gentlemen, when a standing 
army was an ohject of jealousy, and not, as new, consi- 
dered essential to the preservation of our liberties 

Phere was a time, when knowledge was regarded as the 
i. source of | power, bringing strength and wealth, and vir- 
tue and order, in its train; it was reserved for these days 
io regard it as a power of evil, not of good—as a nui- 


¢ 


\ 
, 
i 


combatted aud crushed by means of venality and corrup 
tion. (Hfear.) Tt was reserved for these days to hear 
the Minis ster of the Crown declare, wilh impunity, to the 

peopie, ** That if petitione 

with contempt, they woul: 
there was power enouch in the execulive government to 
treat them as they deserved. (izear, fear.) Now } 

? 


ask, would any man have presumed to 


s came to treat the Liouse 


hold this Jan- 


dig : Pus ! Ye in a He ouse of x i QO; mine?) i SS i OF tilly C: hosen hy Vv lise § iC0- 
ple 2 ? Would such an as ussembly have bt re ihiat ihe Mi 
misters of the Crown should talk to them of execu. 


snanee—a counteracting principle to covernment—to be 


] make each of them feel that 
} 
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swe government punishing cach, and even one of the 
people, for using words which they might choose to con- 
sider as contemptuous? (#fear.) 


** Gentlemen,—f[ hay snot intended to exaggerate, 


€ 
id Jam conscious | have ‘set down nothing in matice.’ 


‘‘ Who’s in or out, who guides the state machine, 
‘Nor moves my curiosity or spleen,” 


Provided T feel that my country is free, safe, and con- 
‘ented. ( Flear. hear.) 


 Searcely one who hears me but must feel himself in- 
ted 


sulted, when he is told that the constitution under which 


wWia 


x0: 
he at present lives is * the envy end admiration of sur- 


rounding nations. INO one but must have a certain 


OUSTIVINS r, that in the novel doctrine to which IT have al- 
iuded, lurks some bold and bad de sign to preserve the 
jorms of freedom, ane to rule for the ful ture without re 
sponsibility and without controul. No one but must sen- 
sihly feel, thal it is not that admirable plan of civil polity, 
under which our ancestors saticnttel we should live. 


** No, no, gentiemen, the domina tion uncer which we 


ure sinking, has nothing to do with the genuine princi- 


ples of the British Constitution. it wascrcated by fraud. 
perjury, bribery, and corruption. It was the child of the 
het ent ennial oH 


nial Bi Emit was nursed by Walpole—it attained 

io miant strength under the Pelbams. It has increased, 

is wereas ing, — if it be not were: by the means 
£ ee 4 

MmuUSL nder i the powe r OF the Oligarchy ; para~ 
Lhat amombly, to interpose In the privileges of 
whieh, by interfering in their elections, is still consider- 

ad by law a heinous crime agrainst the 7 rights and liberties 


Hi the Commons of England. 

* Geatlemen, how te evils upon which F have thus 
shi chily touched, past, - esent, and in prospect, are to be 

| " . 

removed, save thr puch ie medium of a Parlia umentary 
Reform, [ musi pm... ay cannot chivine. Mi nis fers and 
their Mn vorilies, SWay ed by reasons j rr eave vou to eESS 
appear to have set their face against all financial arrange- 
nents, and ail future retrenchment. We cannot at pre- 
sent remove Ministers or reform their majorities ; the 
present system, therefore, unless this yreat change can 
eC effected. mus} FO ON 3 ane il that case. what has one 


great portion of the community to look for bul the ap- 
% 1 
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proach of intolerable distress?’ Wat bas the whole ein- 
pire to dread less than all the hazards and horrors of some 
national convulsion ? 

“If fam asked, Gentlemen, what description of mem- 
bers [ seek and expect from. Parliamentary Reform, é 
answer, such as would acknowledge, and ever act upon, 
the great principles established at the great arra.gement 
to which 1 have so often sane who would couside: 
our Government to be composed of three estales,—one 
checking the other ;—First, a iiag clothed with all the 
splendour requisite to give dignity. to his exalied situa- 
tion, and armed with every a, mpeeemny to con 
duct the afiairs of the country with energy and prompti. 
tude; but still strictly limited by the law ;—a King with 
whom, when he mounts the throne, the most sacred of 
all compacts is made—to whom with his seeptre, tho 
most important of all trusts is confided; and by 

whom, wien they surrender themselves to hi is keop- 
ing, it is expected by his subjects, that certain conditions 
shall be performed and respected. Secondly, a House of 
Lords, a patrician body ; a deliberate aad, as it -were. 
balancing power belweea thes crown and thie people, to 
protect the crown against the people, should faction ever 
prevail ; to protect the peoj ye against the crown, should 
{im idity or subserviency ever sway the voles of their 
elected representatives.’ * An Aristocracy wilaniid bu 
useful, contented, however, without int erfering with the 
rizhts of the people, with its own large and peculiar pri- 
vileges, not claiming as a right whet was, and is sull, 
c ousidered as a erime. Thirdly, a House of Commons 
chosen according to the principles laid down by Sir E. 
Coke, which T qu ofed in my address; a Lfouse of Com- 


wi 
. 
iO 





* Wedo not fiod in this language, the usual acuteness of Mr, 


Fawkes. The idea of **prefecting ine crown againsé fhe people,” 

seems to us prepost terous. Low can the crown ever need this pro- 
on @ yi } 

tection, ex¢ ‘epl in Cases where wa docs nol deserve ti?: The people 


never can be facifous. They have an undoubted right to choose 
their first Magistrate, and to confront or dinit fis authority, as 
their wood t mnay require. But how could the aristocracy protect the 


es en | i ees | at rere done i 5 ar id * ‘ P 
crowa aninst the } peopl ! have they ever ine it a Would it dy 
possible they ever should? Wou.d they not poeta: erusied 
hy the people, if they made war upon U hem? The uses of an aris- 
o w i “2 . 

we have yel to leara; having unfortunately seen little 


focracy, ' 
besides the abuses; but when the uses s shall be discoyred, this can- 
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sons feelingly sympathizing with the people in the enact- 
ment of every law, the grant of every su>ply, the re- 
moval of every grievance, and the correction of every 
abuse.—( Hear, hear.) Men who would at all times 
prefer the interest of their country to their own views, 
or those of their patron; who could not be persuaded 
that immoderate taxation was a dispensation of Provi- 
dence ; who would neither obey the call, nor crouch 
under the menace of a Minister; who would consider 
that ‘The King of England cannot have so perfect, so 
honourable a security for every thing that makes a King 
truly great and truly happy, as in the genuine, free, and 
natural support of an uninfluenced. and independent 
Elouse of Commons.’—( Hear, hear.) 

‘¢ Gentlemen, on quitting this part of the subject, al- 
low me to caution you in the manly and glowing lan- 
ruage of the noble author of ‘The Patriot King!’ 

— “STF liberty be the delicious and wholesome fruit upon 
which you are anxious lo feed, the British Constitution 
is the tree which has borne this. fruit, and which wil} 
continue to bear it upon certain conditions. It will fur- 
nish you with this aliment: if you on your parts will 
fence it in. and trench it round, against the beast of the 
fie'd and the insects of the earth; the former, the beasts 
of the field, are the open and avowed advocates of Pre- 
rogative ; the latter, like other insects sprung from dirt, 
and the vilest of the animal kind, are the nibbling and 
poisonous agents of corruption and dependency .’—{ Hear ) 

‘* [fis not my intention to ofler, ia your presence, any 
arguments ia answer to the objections which bave been 
raised to Parliamentary Reform; for what would it be ? 
a waste of words as respects myself, and towards you an 
insult to your conviction. 

* Of virtual representation—of the dangers incident 
to the change and reform we propose—of the appreben- 
sions eatertained of a more popular assembly—of the 
worthless argument ‘ let well alene’-—of the most dan- 
gcrous position that it is necessary that the King’s ser.. 
vants should command a majority in the House of Com- 
mons—of vested rights and rotten boroughs—of decayed 
trees, crumbling walls, and venerable pigsties—it may be 
my lot to speak on some future occasion —Should any 
such opportynity occur, before those who are satisfied. 
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with such absurd and t danzerous anomatier I shall throw 
' down my gauntlet, without reserve and : preliension. 


‘“¢ Gentlemen,—I have now endea seein to explain to 
vou the reasons which induced me to cail you toxether : 
it is for you lo decide whether you consider me iustified 
in the step [ have taken. (f/ear, hear.) As far as re- 
cards my own feelings, [| am —_— i shall never 
regret il, for I have done wha I conceived to be my 
duty. la these dark and sullen moments, | have given 
3 every one an opp prlunity of coming forward who has any 
= ied faith in the operation of Parliam entary Reform, and I 
sta is e exonerated myself from the ch mee _ whether mate 

internally or ext rnall y, of indifference to that cause, 


which T have s: Ippo? ted during the whole of my public 


hfe with sincerity. 
‘* In taking my leave of you for the present, allow me 
to indulee an an xious hope that it is to the avenl, and 
not to the cause, that so much indifference has beer 
shown. That its adoption may not be delayed ull that 
moment, when thcse who turn 2 deaf car to us will be 
** feelingly a that prevention is at all limes 
easier than cure, Ull that moment of ruin, despair, and 
convulsion, when all precaution will be useless, and all 
human wisdom and public virtue of no avail !? 
Benjamin Dealtry, sds of Lofthouse tall, produced 
and moved the followis g resolutions, which were seconded 
by Sir William / Ameo Ti s Ingilby, B art. 
“st. That it is the opinion of this Mecting, that a 
Reform in the Commons’ Fiouse of Pariiament,—such 
a Reform as would render it the real, rather than a vie- 
tual, renresentation of the peopie,—is become a measur: 
of ure nit waren’ 


(es 
ve Z{ » 
Thal ‘ 


sal 


this Meetme couects toe truta of tins fact from 
i the wail history of the Liouse ilsell, where itis foun: 
. x ‘ : 1} 4 Seer Lr 
thal every succe ssive Administration, of whatever nits Fe 


' can, with a few solitary Crcei plions, of Waicen lie inte- 


+ 


spi ‘it has been too manifest, atall times command 


ors 
id a 


reste 
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lately reported to exist in ils DOUY, Nas greatly tended to 
- e/ ae 2 - jn s ee ow ' . 
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Ath. Further, that the return of Members to the 
Commons [louse of Pariiament, (as appears from nu- 
merous statements made in the House itself, ) heing ef- 
fected through the influence ce Peers of the Realm, as 
well as, of the Lords of the Tre asury, is another cause 
whv the voles of the House so im; plicitly followv the dic- 
tates of successive Administrations, and freg poetry with 
the sacrifice of the best interests of the country. Con- 
vinced of this great truth, this Mecting thinks it right to 
watch the opportunity for adopting the steps necessary to 
rouse this great county io those exertions, which may be 
wanted to effect such a Reform as shall restore our Re- 
presentation to a state of Constitutional purity, calculated 
at once to protect the Rights of the People and of the 
Throne. 

“ 5th. Further, that to bring about this great object, 
it is the opinion of this Meeting, a Committee be imme- 
diately appointed, wilh power to add to their numbers, 
Hop shall meet on the first Monday in November, at Mr. 

itridge’s Hotel, in York, there ta organize a County 
Mee ling, or to adopt such measures as they may conceive 
requisite, to promete a Reform in the Commons’ House 
of Parliament. 

“ 6th. That the following gentlemen form a Commit- 
tee accordingly—five of them to constitule a Quorum : 
Walter Fawkes, Esc. Lord Milton, M. P. 

Robert Chaloner, Esq. 3 M. P. John Ramsden, Esq. M- P, 
Marmaduke Wyvill, iisq. M. P» |Hon. T. Dundas, M. P- 


Daniel Sykes, Esq. ro A |John Rawson, Esq, 
Colonel C radock, a D. Gaskill, Esq. 
John Wharton, A 4. M. P. Geo. Francis Barlow, Esq. 
9 George Cayley, Bart, ‘Benjamin Dealtry, Esq 
W - Weatwo rth, Esq, Johu gon Esq. 

¢] iolmeley, Bag IT. Meynell, Esq. 
Sin W, Aicoits Ineil Iby, Bart, 'S. Scroope, Esa. 
General Wharton. J. Hutton, Esq. of Marske, 
Rookes G romnpte; - ‘Es q, sir H. Ya pneaes=tg Bart. 
Hon. Edward Petre John Haigh, Esq. of Crow Nest, 
Martin Stapylton, Esq. Thomas Duncombe, Esq. 
Christopher Wilson. Esq, Heury Witham, Esq. 
Colonel Cov he, George Strickland, Esq. 
fse0. Bake f. Esq. ‘Henry Yeaman, | LLSq. 
Jobn Lee, Esq. R. W. Peirse, Esq. 
Gilbert Crompton, Erg Godfrey Higgins, sq. 





T. W. Tottle, Esq 
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© Ropert CraLongr, Esq. M.P., stated the absence 
of Lord Milton arose from the indisposition of his father. 

‘“¢ The resolutions were then pul serzatim. On first 
resolution being proposed, every hand in theroom seem- 
ed to be held in ‘ils favour ; but when thenegative waspro - 
posed, we observed a whip held up against it, but whe- 
ther this was a mere accidental circumstance, or it was 
meant to prefigure, by an appropriate symbol the potency 
and policy of the celebrated six acts is really more than 
we can pretend to determine.* 

“ After all the resolutions had passed , whichthey did 
unanimously, with the exception of the scourge dissen- 
tient, Marmaduke W yvill, Esq. M. P. ina powerful 
speech proposed the thanks of the Meeling to Mr. 
Faw kes, who afterwards returned thanks, and the Meet- 
ing dispersed.” 

There is something cheering in these proceedings ;— 
and we will indulge ‘the hope, that the star of Reform is 
beginning to lighten the cimmerian darkness of the Tory 
hemisphere, and the cont: azious gloom which has so long 
enveloped the world of W higgery! We have here the 
spontaneous effort of an individual whose heart and 
understanding told him that the matter ought not to be 
irifled with any longer: and one cannot but recret that 
Mr. Fawkes did not take this step in ISL9, when the 
P“‘OPLE Were so ready and eager to have seconded it to 
advantage. It is unfortunate that the “ natural leaders” 
of the people, and the pevple have never moved together, 
er acted in concert. When the people were in motion, 
the “ natural leaders” retired ; and when, exhausted by 
exertion, the salle have subsided into comparative 
apathy, the * natural leaders” come forward, and urge 
the necessity of something being done. Hitherto, how- 

* The holder up the Whip was more appropriate in his mode 
of opposition thas he probably imagined. The whip as an em- 
blem of the Castlereagh System in Ireland ;—and more generally 
construed, as an emblem of that force and terror which despotism 
employs to over-awe the reason,—is the usual answer which tyran- 
ny Offers to its enemies. When the New World was threatened 
with the whip, it replied by drawing the sword; and some parts of 
the old world have made the same answer when the Jashhas been 
applied. Despotism nuist therefore take care; for though its lash 
rs oftentimes severe, it is seldom too strong to be cut in pieces: 
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eyer, the “ natural leaders” have done but little. The 
xeon) ave been entirely on the part of the people ; 
and those who have suffered in the holy cause of the 
rights of man, have been left to the vengeance of venal 
authority, without the slightest attempt io disarm that 
iuthority of its fury, by the * natural leaders.” We, how- 
ever,are ready to welcome them to the field, even ‘at the 
eleventh hour. It willabundantly satisfy us, if they will 
now redeem their character, by well- directed exertion. 
Their course is easy, and their way has been rendered 
clear and safe for them, by the sufferings and toil of 
others. Thay have ouly to satisfy themselves that the 
borough despotism has destroyed the great basis of a 
tree state—the actual representation of the people; and, 
when they have done this, it will follow that they ought 
not lo support a despotism of any sort. by any means ! 
Wn the contrary, they cannot fail to see, if they lend or 
sive it the smallest voluntary assistance, or support, 
that they are promoting the slavery under which they 
pronounce the country to be writhing. 

We have no besitation in saying that the County of 
York, by assuming a PROPER and DETERMINED attitude, 
might ENFORCE ‘the consideration of the question of 
reform by the boroughmongers:—but to do this, the 
memory of Hampden must be invoked for an example of 
the means! The boroughmongers can only be awed by 
the stuppage of the supplies, until they are brought 
either to reason or to justice. A spirit of absolute devo- 
tion to the freedom ef the country, without any refer- 
ence to any other interests is required. Such a spirit 
would restore our liberties; but nothing short of this 
devotion can accomplish any thing. Prayers, petitions, 
expostulations, and remonstrances, without th's devoted - 

ness to eaforce an attention to them are useless. The 
soroughmongers are aware of the impotence of mere 
petitions ; and they throw the petitions aside as * common 
“lumber.” If parliamentary reform is the - national 
right, let the nation demand it, and it must be granted. 
Ta taxation without representation be tyranny, let the 
nation denounce it in its proper character. A county 
meeting ought to hold language which has not recent) 
been heard among “ gentlemen” in England. The Barons 
of Runnymede declared they would not haye the laws_of 








324 THE BLACK DWARBP, 


England mutilated, or changed :—the inhabitantsof ¥ ork 
shire ought now to proclaim that they will have them 
RESTORED—for the mutilation and change have 
been fatally effected, in despite of the declaration of ihe 
Barois, aud their em IR IE to release the people from 
their allegiance, when the King broke his contract with 
the nation, to govern in equity and right. 

We look to the ensui: iz meeting, with some degree of 
anxiety, that it should do y something worthy of itself, If 
it shoul i not, it will for ever take the question of Parha- 
mentary Reform out of the hands of the “ gentlemen ’ 
This is the last time in hooray: the people can be led to 
expect any thing from their “natural leaders 3’? and we 
would impress this upon the minds of the latter, that 
they may feel the ereat stake of character they have 
pledged upon the issue. We will not tell them that any 
reliance is placed on what they may do; but some cu- 
riosity is excited, to ascertain whether there is amongst 
them spirit and agi to do justice to the “ magui- 
‘* ficent and holy cause” to pete they have applied 
themselves. It is no sport for children which they have 
professed to und take. The inet demands the heads, 
and hearts, and hands of men ; and we have now to as- 
certain whether Yorkshire can produce such men, or not, 
among her “‘ Nobles, Clergy, Gentry , and Freeholders.” 
A correspondent from Kn: res borough thinks the county 
is too degraded, too much cowed into a servile submis- 
sion, too deficient in spirit, and not haif virtuous enough, 
to produce any elect. Ve would fain hope otherwise ; 
and as miracles have not ceased, since Spain aud Portu- 
gal are free, we will look to the event, wilh all the con- 
fidence we C an bring ourselves to fe . that this mounlarn 
of a county will not be delivered ofa j ariy-mouse ! but 
that the birth will be worthy of the labour! We cannot! 
close our remarks, without thanking: Mr. Fawkes for his 
eloquent address, and his praise- worthy exertions ; and 
hoping that he will be able to add considerably to the 
solid foundations already laid for such a Re on in the 
Representation, as will restore the rights of the people 
and secure them when — shall be so restored. 
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